Torch blazes through CSU
Despite cold, hundyeds turn out for Olympic flame

By Josn Haroiw
The Collegian

Snow and ice could not stop the fire of the
Mymipic flame from being passed throagh
CHU on Wedneaday.

Hundreds of CSLU sudemts, employess
and Fort Callins residents packed the Oval
and braved falling snow and 15 degree tem-
peraiures io gel o ghmpse of the famed
ez,

Despate the cold, many CSU students
were oplimistic aboul chesring on the weeh-
hearer.

“I"s a once in a lifetime expenence,” =aid
Jackke Samistevan, sophomonre open optlon
mapor who said she'd be walching the
Olymipics on television,

“You $0on't gel manmy chances 1o see
something like this,” said Devin Hefferon,
freshman wildlife biology major.

Same sludents hod seen the lame pass by
them before, but wanted a second look.

“1 saw it in come through Colorade in
184 arcund Berthowd Pass sahen | was
aboail & years ald.” sald Lepo Flores, a grad-
wale siudent in Civil Enginecring. “T wasn™
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Torchbearer Lisa Hawkins carries the
Olympic flame on the Oval. Hundreds

of

spectators packed the eampus to

get a glimpse of the torch relay.

coming oul to s il this time, el a fnend
grabbed me in the hall and said 1 should go.
I had an hour between classes o [ decided
te check it oat”

The woreh arrived on campus abous 25
minmtes lata due 10 the gk of shivelimg anid
de-icimg the Fort Colling streets and the
pavernent on the Oval afer Twesday night's
snowstomm, During the wait, ihe C5U pep
bamd playved on the steps  of  the
Administration Building and evenl organie-
ers handed oul commemaorative pennans 1o
the crod,

When the torch linally amived at 935
am. A convoy of vehicles tha leads the
torchbearers pulled aside on Owal Dinve os
the worchbearers ran s full speed through
the middie of the Cral.

Adter the passing of the flame many peo-
ple were lell in awe of the speed and abirac-
tion of the event,

=t went really fast,” said Fort Collins res-
ident Matt Blanco. “1 didn’t expect as many
people o show up”

“l was impressed by the aumber of pon-
e that camie owt in the cold and were inter-
ested to wail it out and cheer the torchbear-
ers” sopd June Grest, of CSU L:ni'w.'rm!;r

/ Torch to veach Salt Lake soon

Belatons “1 was rmull o see il go IJ1|'€|:|.:,E|'|
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Richard Meserve was the worchbearer
who entered the Ohal, Meserve had recetved
the torch from his brodher, Bob, who is n
Paralympic athlete. Halfway thooagh ibe
Crval, Richard Meserve handied the 1orch 1o
Boulder runmer Lisa Hawkins.

“li wae unbehevable 16 have my ol F
hand it off w0 me.” Meserve sail. [ was
miare than | could have ever expected. You
don'l see all of the people aroand you until
{the flame) moves on.”

Cher torchheprers with tees 1o OS50 who
carmied the wich in Colorade inclade:
Monbew Berson, a freshman construction
GRRTE T Tl I'I:'|.|1I|-l:l-l' who has sucoeeidad 6
life with mo befi hamd; Loretta Capra, associ-
ale director of programs ap the C5U
Recreational Cender, who was paying inb-
ube to 3 frend wh wis killedd by a drnken
dniver; Bob Heweit, who works in lacilies
management and is honoring the one-year
gnniversary of the dzath o has wom: Toam
Sutherfand, a C5LU prodessor emseritas and

Turn o TORCH
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TORCH
caviarirsned froen fromr

former lramian hostage: kelly
Walker-Habey, an employes of
the Department of Heahh ard
Exercise Science who was diag-
mosed widh multiple sclerosis and
carnied the wrch m a wheelchanr:
and Nick Aden. a freshman con-
SUFUCTIOR TERDEE T TRAjE.
The torch relay's Ford Collins
foule began near Poudre Valley
Huospitnl, Torchbearers zigeagged
their way o0 Howes Sireet ond
entered the Owal. Afier beaving
the wniversity, torchbsarers head-
ed down College Avenee and
stopped &1 the Fort Colhins
Fashion Mall for a community
celebration. The fMame's ume in
Ford Codlins ended on Troalman
Parkway, where it was moved o
meake an appearance in Lovelamd.
“It was an incredible event 1o
coordinane,” said Kelly
DiMartino, Fort Collins comimiu-
nications and peblic involvement
coardinalor who helped organize
the event, “It was wonderful 1o
have so much involvement from
the commmuanity ard il truly was a

collaborative effor,.”

Some Olympic fans decided
to view ithe relay in muliiple
cilies,

"1 decided o come and wakch
bere and fodlow it all the way o
L-nnsn'mrﬂ so0 I could visil my
mm, whi works there.” said
CSU eraduate Chiris Willianms.

The reloy continued  from
Loveland o Denver, with
exchanges in Berthoud,
Longmom and Boulder, I will
conlinue r.'hnugh Colorads slap-
ping at cities swuch as Denver,
Colorade Springs, Vail, Aspen
and Grand Jumction for the next
thiree days,

The Olympic fMlame s expecied
o reach Ltah by Monclay, amd the
lomg wek across the eountry
evoked r.m-:.'il:i.\-r: feelhings fram
ihase who witnessed it

“Acries Lhe counlry wherever
the torch poes it increases peo-
ple's encitemenl” Gaeist said. "1
ihink right now people ane feelng
YETY panrbeic, and it gives people
anatheér way 0 Suppom Our Coun-
iry & well os intemnational unily
andl cooperation.” m




